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Herbarium data

What, where, 

when, by whom



Virtual Herbarium of Flora and Fungi

• species occurrence data

• Images (vouchers, live plants, pollen)

• maps, graphics, synthesis, catalogues (dynamic)

• species occurrence data

• Images

Tools

• data quality

• indicators

• usage

Web Services

• data

• images

• maps

• ecological niche modeling

Search Interface

• Cybertaxonomy 

• Annotation system

• Lacunas

• BioGeo

Brazil’s Virtual Herbarium



Virtual Herbarium

Web services Search Interface

The importance of local e-Infrastructures
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2016: 178 datasets2008: 48 datasets

2 from abroad

1.9 million records

Brazil’s Virtual Herbarium

26 from abroad

5.1 million records



Search interface speciesLink (adding value)



Research infrastructure and biodiversity data usage 
in Brazil (policy convergence)

Canhos DAL, Sousa-Baena MS, de Souza S, Maia LC, Stehmann JR, et al. (2015) The Importance 

of Biodiversity E-infrastructures for Megadiverse Countries. PLoS Biol 13(7): e1002204. 

doi:10.1371/journal.pbio.1002204

http://journals.plos.org/plosbiology/article?id=info:doi/10.1371/journal.pbio.1002204
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Usage - http://www.splink.org.br/dataUse?lang=en
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The evolution of Brazilian flora primary data available online 

and species described by Brazilian specialists.

Canhos DAL, Sousa-Baena MS, de Souza S, Maia LC, Stehmann JR, et al. (2015) The Importance 

of Biodiversity E-infrastructures for Megadiverse Countries. PLoS Biol 13(7): e1002204. 

doi:10.1371/journal.pbio.1002204

http://journals.plos.org/plosbiology/article?id=info:doi/10.1371/journal.pbio.1002204



Challenges

• Large institutions resilient to change

• Making data useful and usable to other 
communities

• Governance of Virtual Institutes

• Sustainability of e-infrastructures: from 
project based grants to long-term support



… paving the way to the future



Thank you!

Dora Canhos (dora@cria.org.br)

speciesLink (www.splink.org.br)

Dimorphandra mollis Benth. (speciesLink, 2016)


